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Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated October 4, 2005, Applicants 
provisionally elect the Group I claims, claims 1- 8 and 10, with traverse. 

Applicants understand that product by process claims such as claim 9 are 
ordinarily examined without regard to the process limitations. However, the process steps 
must be considered when in fact different products are produced by the process. Here, the 
unique combustion environment of claim 1 creates nanoparticles of Sn and SnO which are 
impossible to obtain by other processes. 

The Office states that the products of claim 9 may be prepared by another 
materially different process, citing the use of a reverse micelle process. However, this is a 
solution process and cannot be used to form either Sn(0) or SnO particles. If a solution process 
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involving micelles formed with the aid of surface active ingredients are used, Sn0 2 should be 
formed rather than SnO, if nanoparticles can be formed at all by such a process, and Sn(0) 
particles cannot be formed. If the Examiner is aware of such a process with respect to Sn(0) 
and SnO nanoparticles, the Office should cite such a process by patent number, publication 
number, or literature citation. Otherwise, the restriction must be withdrawn. 



Prompt and favorable consideration of this application is requested. If the 



Examiner notes any minor errors, he is invited to telephone the undersigned so that the matter 
can be promptly handled by Examiner's amendment. 



Date: November 3. 2005 
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